
Old Testament Introduction – OT 600 

 

Study material from Gleason L. Archer, Survey of the Old Testament, 1994 ed. (in parentheses) or 

2007 ed. (in brackets). Note:  chapters are the same in both editions. 

 

I. 10-point discussion questions 

 *1. The quality and value of the LXX (ch. 3) 

 *2. The contributions of the Masoretes (ch. 4) 

 *3. Liberal theory on the origin of the canon (ch. 5) 

 4. 20th-century developments of the documentary theory (ch. 7) 

 *5. Evidence for Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch (ch. 8) 

 *6. Date of the Exodus (ch. 16) 

 7. Tel el-Amarna letters (ch. 19) 

 8. Chronology of Kings (ch. 20) 

 *9 Integrity of Isaiah (chs. 23-24) 

 *10. Historical problems of Daniel (ch. 28) 

 11. Historical problems of Esther (ch. 30) 

 12. Integrity of Zechariah (ch. 31) 

 *13. Reliability and contents of Psalm titles (ch. 33) 

 14. Interpretation of the Song of Solomon (ch. 35) 

 *15. Question of the canonicity of the Apocrypha (ch. 5) 

 

II. 5-point discussion questions 

 1. Ancient witnesses to the Masoretic canon (ch. 5) 

 2. Fallacies of the Wellhausen theory about documents in the Pentateuch (ch. 8) 

 *3. Variation of divine names (ch. 9) 

 4. Hebrew style as an answer to doublets (ch. 9) 

 5. Aramaisms (ch. 10) 

 *6. Extent of the Flood (ch. 15) 

 7. Census figures in Numbers (ch. 17) 

 *8. Joshua’s long day (ch. 19) 

 *9. Extermination of the Canaanites (ch. 19) 

 10. Chronology of Judges (ch. 19) 

 *11. Sacrifice of Jephthah’s daughter (ch. 19) 

 12. Text of Samuel (ch. 20) 

 *13. Historical authenticity of Jonah (ch. 21) 

 *14. Problem of Gomer (ch. 22) 

 15. Text of Jeremiah (ch. 26) 

 *16. Fulfillment of Ezekiel 40-48 (ch. 27) 

 *17. Imprecatory Psalms (ch. 33) 

 18. Proverbs and the Wisdom of Amenemope (ch. 34) 

 

III. Listing 

 1. Four main Dead Sea MSS (ch. 3) 

 2. Four families of MSS (ch. 3) 

 3. Four main early versions and their dates (ch. 3) 

 4. Twelve types of manuscript errors and the meaning of each (ch. 4) 

 5. Seven canons of textual criticism (ch. 4) 

 6. The Antilegomena of the Old Testament and the reason each was questioned (ch. 5) 

 7. Five pillars of the Documentary Hypothesis (ch. 7) 

 8. Supposed stages of Israel’s religion (150) [p. 122] 

 9. Archaeological refutations to allegations of critics (including dates) (ch. 13) 

 10. Types of parallelism (ch. 32) 

 11. Dates for the composition of Job (ch. 34) 

 

*More important discussion questions 
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IV. Terms 
 1. biblical introduction (17) [16] 26. Jerome’s Vulgate (55) [46] 

 2. general introduction (19) [18] 27. Gallican Psalter (55) [46] 

 3. special introduction (19) [18] 28. Hebrew Psalter (55) [46] 

 4. textual criticism (17, 59) [17, 50] 29. Peshitta Syriac (56) [47] 

 5. integrity (17) [17] 30. Syriac Hexapla (56) [47] 

 6. Semitic language (20) [18] 31. polyglot (57) [47] 

 7. autographs (24) [22] 32. London Polyglot (57) [48]   

 8. inerrancy (23-24, 30-31) [22, 26-27] 33. lower criticism (59) [50] 

 9. copyist’s errors (25) [23] 34. higher criticism (59) [50] 

 10. neo-orthodox view of the Bible (32-36) [28-31] 35. Sopherim (67) [55] 

 11. difficulties of Scripture (36-37) [31-32] 36. Masora Finalis (69) [56] 

 12. Qumran materials (41) [36-39] 37. tiqqune sopherim (69) [56] 

 13. Hebrew Vorlage (45, 52) [44] 38. Midrash (69) [56] 

 14. Nash Papyrus (47) [40] 39. Talmud (70) [56] 

 15. Leningrad MS B-19A (48) [38, 40-41] 40. Mishnah and Gemara (70) [56-57] 

 16. Kittel’s Biblia Hebraica (48) [48] 41. canon (75) [61] 

 17. Ben Hayyim edition (48) [48] 42. former and latter prophets (76) [62] 

 18. Samaritan Pentateuch (48-49) [38, 41-42] 43. Kethubim (76) [62] 

 19. Letter of Aristaeus (49) [42] 44. Megilloth (76) [62] 

 20. Origen’s Hexapla (50) [43] 45. Jamnia (78) [69] 

 21. Hexaplaric, Hesychian, and 46. Form Criticism (102-103) [82-84] 

  Lucianic recensions (50-51) [43-44] 47. Toledoth sections in Genesis (195) [155] 

 22. Aquila, Symmachus, and Theodotion (52-53) [44-45] 48. Vaticinia ex eventu (370) [312] 

 23. Aramaic Targum (53-54) [45-46] 49. acrostic (405) [346]  

 24. Targums of Onkelos and Jonathan (54) [45-46]   

 25. Old Latin (54) [46] 

 

V. Important men 
 1. Paul Kahle (49) [42] 18. G. A. Smith (96) [76] 35. Doederlein (366) [310, 318] 

 2. P. de Lagarde (49) [42] 19. C. A. Briggs (96) [76] 36. Duhm (368) [310, 322] 

 3. Rabbi Aqiba (70) [56] 20. H. P. Smith (96) [76] 37. C. C. Torrey (369) [311, 314, 349] 

 4. Josephus (79) [62, 64] 21. Oesterley (96) [77] 38. Whitcomb (428-429) [190, 367] 

 5. Origen (80) [43,64] 22. T. H. Robinson (96) [77] 39. von Rad (571) [482-483] 

 6. Jerome (80-81) [46, 65] 23. R. H. Pfeiffer (96, 99) [77,80]   40. Childs (573-574) [482, 484] 

 7. Augustine (83) [66-67] 24. O. Eissfeldt (96-97, 99) [77,80] 41.  Noth (575) [361, 370] 

 8. Astruc (89-90) [71-72,78] 25. Mowinckel (101) [77,82,86] 42. Delitzsch  

 9. Eichhorn (90-91) [67, 72] 26. Albright (102, 173) [82,87] 43. R. K. Harrison 

 10. De Wette (91) [72, 78] 27. Gunkel (102) [77, 82-83] 44. Hengstenberg 

 11. Ewald (92) [74] 28. Gressmann (102) [77, 82] 45. Keil 

 12. Hupfeld (94) [75-76, 78] 29. Pedersen (105) [77, 84, 86] 46. K. A. Kitchen 

 13. Graf (94-95) [75-76] 30. Engnell (105) [84-86] 47. J. B. Payne 

 14. Kuenen (95) [76, 78] 31. Holscher (110) [88] 48. M. F. Unger 

 15. Wellhausen (95) [76, 78] 32. O. T. Allis (139, 371) [109-11,129,134]   49.  Wiseman 

 16. W. R. Smith (96) [76] 33. M. Kline (274) [228, 240] 50. E. J. Young 

 17. S. R. Driver (96) [76] 34. Thiele (321-322) [268-70] 

 

VI. Other material 
 1. languages significant for OT studies (20) [18-19] 10. information on the authorship of Genesis (193- 

 2. key verses on inspiration (29-30) [26]  195) [154] 

 3. key Dead Sea caves (43) [37] 11. Abraham and Hammurabi (227-228) [183-184] 

 4. Hebrew manuscripts at Masada (45-46) [49] 12. Joseph and the Hyksos (228-233) [184-189] 

 5. key LXX MSS (51) [42-43] 13. form of Deuteronomy (274) [228] 

 6. Daniel in the LXX (53) [45] 14. alleged inconsistencies in 1 Samuel (314-315) [264-65] 

 7. arrangement and order of OT books (75-76) [61] 15. Lachish letters (404-405) [344] 

 8. description of the four documents (97-98) [77] 16. Daniel’s position in the Kethubim (423-424) [363] 

 9. summary of the development of the 

  documentary hypothesis (98) [78]  


